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Ingolstadt, 6.3.17: From April 2017, MediaMarkt and Saturn will stop selling plastic bags 
throughout Germany. Since 2014, more and more Saturn and MediaMarkt stores have no 
longer handed out free plastic bags and opted to levy a small charge for them instead. And 
at the start of 2015, Germany’s biggest consumer electronics retailer stopped giving out 
plastic bags free of charge everywhere and joined the voluntary commitment of the HDE 
German Retail Association.  
 
“As a result of the switch, we’ve already made a significant contribution to reducing plastic waste 
and have slashed the consumption of carrier bags at MediaMarkt and Saturn in Germany by more 
than 90 per cent. This equates to about 60 million bags per year. It’s a clear success for the 
environment,” explained Klaus-Guido Jungwirth, COO MediaMarktSaturn Germany. And now 
MediaMarkt and Saturn are going one step further: “From April 1st, 2017, we’re getting rid of plastic 
bags altogether. Instead, we’ll be offering our customers the greenest option: our carrier bags for 
life,” continued Klaus-Guido Jungwirth. These sturdy, durable PET bags are available in various 
sizes at the check-outs of all MediaMarkt and Saturn stores in Germany. They consist of up to 85 
per cent recycled material and can be exchanged for new ones at any MediaMarkt or Saturn store 
once they’ve been worn out. 
 
Apart from their great appearance, recycled PET bags are much more environmentally friendly than 
conventional carrier bags. They’re robust, water-resistant, and are even preferable to cotton bags. 
After all, according to environmental and consumer protection association DHU, cotton bags have 
to be used ten time more than reusable PET bags in order to have the same low carbon footprint. 
 
After April 1st, individual MediaMarkt and Saturn stores’ last remaining stocks of plastic bags will be 
sold during a transition period lasting until the end of 2017. 
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MediaMarkt’s bags for life 
Source: MediaMarktSaturn 

 
 

 

 
 
 
Saturn’s bags for life 
Source: MediaMarktSaturn 
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About MediaMarktSaturn  
 
MediaMarktSaturn is Europe’s leading commerce company for consumer electronics and related 
services. It sees itself as a partner, daily companion and navigator for consumers in an increasingly 
digitized world. MediaMarktSaturn and its portfolio of formats and brands flexibly respond to the 
needs of different customer groups and countries. Apart from fronting the MediaMarkt and Saturn 
brands, which comprehensively network their more than 1,000 fixed-location stores with online 
sales platforms, the Media-Saturn Group operates online pure players such as redcoon and iBood 
as well as the digital entertainment platform JUKE. Moreover, its portfolio includes its own brands 
PEAQ, KOENIC, ISY and ok. A subsidiary of METRO AG, in 2015/16 MediaMarktSaturn and its 
approximately 65,000 employees in 15 countries generated total sales of about €22 billion. 
www.mediamarktsaturn.com  
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